Management of airway problems in lung cancer patients using the neodymium-yttrium-aluminum-garnet (Nd-YAG) laser and endobronchial radiotherapy.
This study summarizes our experience in the evolution of a management technique for unresectable or recurrent lung cancer using the neodymium-yttrium-aluminum-garnet (Nd-YAG) laser with high-dose endobronchial brachytherapy. The laser gave good palliation for hemoptysis and obstruction with a low complication rate, and the addition of endobronchial radiotherapy was a useful adjunct for maintaining airway patency. High-dose brachytherapy delivered by the Gammamed IIi remote afterloader proved to be the best method of delivering this treatment.